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Notice of Change of Time 


The dinner in honor of Sim FREDERICK 
Wuyte, K.C.S.I., at the Hotel Astor, Wednes- 
day evening, June 9, will be 

AT 7:30 P. M. 


instead of 7 o’clock as previously announced. 


A few places are still available. Subject: 
“The Political Awakening of Asia.” Members 
and their guests $4.00 each; non-members, 
not guests of members, $5.00. 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Poat 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
of Mareb 3, 1879. 


CLEARING THE WAY 


HE long-heralded Preparatory Com- 

mission on Disarmament, originally 
scheduled to meet last February, finally 
began its first session May 18 at Geneva. 
The reports of the meetings, showing 
how great are the divergences between 
the various conceptions of disarmament, 
might easily discourage those facile op- 
timists who expected immediate and 
drastic reduction of armaments. Others, 
however, who remember the vast difficul- 
ties which must be overcome, welcome 
this public discussion of the armaments 
problem on the part of responsible dele- 
gates from twenty countries, as an essen- 
tial “clearing of the way.” 

With the regrettable exception of So- 
viet Russia, all the states invited to par- 
ticipate in the work of the Preparatory 
Commission sent representatives. These 
states include the ten members of the 
Council, eight other members of the 
League, namely Argentina, Bulgaria, 
Chile, Finland, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Rumania, and the Serb-Croat-Slovene 
State, and two non-members, Germany 
and the United States. 

At the opening meeting Mr. Hugh S. 
Gibson, head of the American delegation, 
read a statement which might be sum- 
Marized as follows: The American gov- 
ernment is anxious to give cordial support 
to any efforts for the reduction and limi- 
tation of armaments, and urges full and 
free discussion of the problems before 
the Preparatory Commission. Though 
the United States has reduced its army to 
118,000, or one soldier per thousand in- 
habitants, the American people are “not 
disposed to overlook the fact that other 
countries are differently placed and that 
their problems are not susceptible of such 
simple solution.” The United States will 
Welcome any steps leading to further lim- 
itation of naval armaments. 


Perhaps the most significant parts of 
his declaration were those in which, on 
behalf of his government, he advocated 
regional agreements for disarmament 
rather than a universal plan, and in which 
he urged the separation of the concrete 
questions from the abstract and general 
ones. The latter suggestion has already 
borne fruit, in that a Drafting Commit- 
tee has been appointed, with Mr. Gibson 
as one of its members, to recast and 
clarify the seven complicated questions 
which form the agenda, and to separate 
the technical and military questions from 
the purely political ones. 

The American position on regional 
agreements for disarmament was upheld 
by the delegates of Argentina, Brazil, 
and Chile. The Scandinavian countries, 
too, have for years advocated this ap- 
proach. A subsequent proposal by Mr. 
Gibson, that the sub-committees study the 
possibilities of regional disarmament, has 
been accepted. 

The main obstacle to the success of the 
Preparatory Commission is the profound 
cleavage between the British and the 
French points of view. The British 
thesis, ably expounded by Lord Cecil, is 
that limitation and reduction can be ap- 
plied only to the actual armaments of the 
countries concerned, that is to their stand- 
ing armies, including reserves and ma- 
terial available within a very short time. 
The French spokesman, M. Paul Boncour, 
on the other hand, contends that in cal- 
culating the armaments to be allowed to 
any nation, the “potential strength,” that 
is the natural resources, wealth, popula- 
tion and industrial equipment of the na- 
tion in question, must be included. In 
other words, he argues that a country 
deficient in this potential armament 
should be permitted to make up the de- 
ficiency by keeping a larger standing 
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army than its neighbors which have 
greater resources and are more developed 
industrially. 

In connection with the discussion of 
potential armaments, the old security is- 
sue has come to the fore again. The same 
countries which championed the Geneva 
Protocol now proclaim the impossibility 
of any disarmament without security. 
Paradoxically enough, it was left for the 
German representative to point out that 
security has been to a great extent 
achieved through the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, which provides for 
economic and military aid to the members 
who are victims of aggression. The 
French representative, more sceptical 
as to the efficacy of the League sanctions, 
has secured the adoption of a proposal 
to ask the League Council to define its 
duties and accelerate its action in case 
of aggression or threat of war. 

President Coolidge has strengthened 
the chances for the success of the Pre- 
paratory Commission by decisively turn- 
ing down semi-official Japanese sugges- 
tions for a separate naval conference be- 
tween the United States, Japan, and 
Great Britain. Only in case the Geneva 
session is a failure would he consider 


the proposal. RutH BACHE-WIIG. 


Democracy Displaced 

OMPLETE control by the State of both 

capital and labor, was announced in 

Rome, May 19. The Government is 
to have the right and power to con- 
trol the entire productive life of the na- 
tion through the new Ministry of Cor- 
porations and the elaborate _machinery 
of related subsidiary organizations. These, 
supplanting the old unions, include thir- 
teen national associations and three na- 
tional confederations representing respec- 
tively capital, manual labor and intellec- 
tual labor. Strikes and lockouts are to 
be made impossible. Mussolini in his 
proclamation to the Fascisti announcing 
the new regime declared: 

“The corporative organization of the 
State now is an accomplished fact. The 
Democratic-Liberal State, weak and agnostic, 
is no more; in its place rises the Fascist 
State. 

“For the first time in the history of the 
world a constructive revolution li’: ours 
realizes pon. in the field of production 
and work, incorporation of all the economic 
and intellectual forces of the nation to direct 
them toward a common purpose. 

“Vivified by your spirit, presided over by 
your discipline, the nation, compact around 
the Fascist symbol, will constitute an undi- 
vidable block of political, economic and moral 
energy. 

“Black Shirts, raise your flags and cele- 
brate with act, will and fidelity this day, 
which is one of the most glorious of our 
revolution.” ‘ 

The Popolo di Roma says: 

“After the liberal English charter and after 
the French democratic code, the Fascist law 
puts in concrete form the final ideal of his- 
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tory, the final type of organization and po. 
litical civility.” 
It is signicant that Italian labor dogg 
not join in the chorus of rejoicing. 
J. G. M. 
Notes 


Marshal Pilsudski appears to hesitate 
between frank dictatorship and some 
form of compromise with the existing 
parliamentary institutions. In the mean. 
time, according to a special dispatch to 
the New York Times from Warsaw, 
May 21, W. A. Harriman of New York 
has completed his negotiations for the 
control of the entire lead, coal and zine 
production of Upper Silesia. A $10,000, 
000 cash advance is said to have been 
made to the Government. This is inter. 
preted as an evidence that foreign capi- 
tal will not frown upon the Pilsudski 
regime. 


Ibn Saud, master of three quarters of 
Arabia, has summoned a convention of 
Moslems from all parts of the world to 
discuss the future administration of the 
sacred cities of Mecca and Medina, the 
safeguarding of the holy places, and the 
protection of pilgrims. Meanwhile ef- 
forts to arrive at an agreement on the 
principles which should govern the Is 
lamic world in the choice of a new Caliph 
have just broken down at Cairo where 
Moslem delegates from various countries 
were unable to agree on a fully satisfac- 
tory formula. 


The Tacna-Arica controversy still re- 
mains unsettled. The plebiscite has been 
all but abandoned. The State Depart- 
ment continues to bend every energy to 
induce Chile and Peru to compromise. An 
interesting suggestion which has been 
put forward is that Bolivia be given ae- 
cess to the sea through a narrow corri- 
dor; that Peru be given the northern and 
smaller portion and Chile the larger and 
southern portion of the territory. 


A bill to reduce the period of military 
service in Belgium from twelve to ten 
months has just been passed by both the 
Chamber and the Senate. 


From Dawes to Locarno, by George Glas- 
gow. New York and London, Harper 
and Brothers, 1926. A journalist's 
readable and optimistic interpretation. 


The Opium Situation in India — Recent 
Developments, an analysis of India’s 
new export policy and a survey of the 
recently discovered “black spots” of 
internal consumption, prepared by the 
Opium Research Committee of the 
F. P. A., will be distributed next week. 
Extra copies available at 20c. each. 
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